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SITE-TESTED 
HOME DESIGNS 


TENS of thousands of homes have been 
built from the architectural designs by the 
five men whose work is shown in this 
book. The popularity of these homes is 
due to the many talents and wide back- 
grounds of these men—their research in 
cost-saving construction methods, includ- 
ing prefabrication; pioneering features 
like picture windows and luxury baths in 
the mass market; intensive studies and 
surveys of home owners’ desires for more 
storage space, multi-use rooms, living 


kitchens, just to mention a few. 


WHEN homes are built from these archi- 
tects’ and designers’ accurate plans, it is 
no surprise that the home owners are 
well satisfied—comments from typical 
clients that prove this point will be found 
further on in this book. These are no 
miracle or dream homes, but are the re- 
sult of careful planning to build exactly 
as detailed on the blue prints. You will 
recognize in some of the photographs on 
this page the way typical designs, as 
shown in the sketches, appear when 
built. Whether modern, contemporary or 
traditional in styling, they all have the 
subtle charm of pleasing lines and friendly 
detail. The ones selected for this book are 
of proven popularity, each one offering 
a number of plus values in its class. Care- 
ful study on your part will reveal the many 
basic reasons for their wide acceptance. 


about the designers and archifects . . . 


HERMAN H. YORK is one of the country’s most 
popular architects. The houses he designs have an 
almost universal appeal, for they have been built in 
every state in the United States, in Canada, Alaska, 
and several other U.S. possessions and South Ameri- 
can countries. Every year some $50,000,000 worth of 
homes are built from his plans. Mr. York has con- 
tributed house designs to many leading national 
magazines and newspapers, and his designs have fre- 
quently been selected to build as model homes, 


that were viewed by tens of thousands of visitors. 


EDWARD R. TYLER has been especially interested in 
home designing since grammar school ine His 
progress toward this goal was interrupted by the war 
but he resumed his architectural studies when. he 
returned to civilian life. He specialized first in design- 
ing homes, in the $40,000-to-$100,000 class; in 
turning from these to homes that more people can 
afford to build, he has managed to retain “luxury”’ 
touches at moderate prices. His success in this direc- 
tion was recently recognized when he received one of 


the top design awards from a large builders’ association. 


ROBERT B. MARSHALL has had many years of expe- 
rience with architectural firms in Detroit and New 
York, concentrating mainly on residential design, 
although he has had some commercial structure 
experience too. For some years immediately after the 
war he became actively interested in prefabricated 
homes, supervising construction of a large group of 
these homes at Cornell University, serving as product 
designer for a prefab manufacturer, and touring the 
U.S. on a survey of the field. His home designs have 


won many national award honors and competitions. 
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RUDOLPH A. MATERN seems to know, better than 
any other architect in the country, exactly what sort 
of homes America wants to build each year. Every 
year 10,000 or more of his home designs are built in 
this country —enough to house a city of 40,000 popu- 
lation. There are good reasons for the popularity of 
his homes—his insistence on superadequate storage 
space, well-engineered and strategically located, the 
way he plans the work areas of a home with a sympa- 
thetic understanding of the housewife’s problems, the 


distinctive design features he gives to his homes. 


AUGUSTUS SUGLIA is another ofthe group of versa- 
tile young designers who have been making such great 
strides in the field of home design since the end of the 
war. His home plans show a freshness and originality 
of point of view, tempered, however, by the well- 
seasoned experience of the older architects with whom 
he has been fortunate to be associated during recent 
years. Although the plans in this book mark the first 
time his work has been presented to a wide public, 
they have already achieved considerable critical ap- 


probation from many of those who has seen his work. 


about the plans and designs .. . 


THE DESIGNS SELECTED for this book represent a cross section of the recent popular type of homes 


as done by these five men. Size and style range is wide enough to satisfy the needs of most families. 


Quite likely you have admired one of them recently built in your neighborhood or you may have 


seen one in a leading national magazine or a newspaper; you may even have been through one of 


them built as a model home. If you too find one that you would like for your own, information on 


buying the necessary plans will be found inside the back cover. The sets of blue-prints are complete 


and accurate with all necessary dimensions and details for economical construction. If you might 


want a few minor changes—such as a room size changed, a slight addition, or garage enlarged to 


2-car size, etc.—your builder or local architect can arrange to do it and still maintain the fine design. 


A WALK THROUGH this 
plan will quickly tell you 
how well this home has 
been thought out for 
modern living. The two 
large bedrooms flank a 
split bath with two lava- 
tories—one with tub, the 
other with the toilet. The 
small spare bedroom 
could be a den. The 
kitchen, living and din- 
ing area is really one big 
room revolving around a 
two-way fireplace. You 
can add, when you wish, 


a garage with bench. 
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Winning Small Home Design 


HERE AND ON the opposite page are two architect’s renderings of 
the same home plan—a prize-winning design that can be erected with 
different exteriors suitable for a big country acre or a modest city lot. 
The drawing on the facing page shows a ranch treatment of the exterior 
—wide vertical panels, suggesting simple lines and the use of colorful 
paint. Below is the city version of the plan—the same lines executed 


in more formal materials —brick and narrow boards, and a fenced-in 


garden, Both are single-story homes, compact and economical in plan. 


"THIS FINE HOME became a prize winner because it solves a problem for the home builder 
with a modest budget, and does it with great class and glamour. Itis dehnitcly a small home, 
planned on straight lines, tightly mean without wasted space, but nearly perfect in cir- 
culation. What is exciting about the arrangement is the number of interesting built-in 
features that give modern appearance and convenience to all rooms. There is nothing about 
this design that calls for expensive construction. It is easily adaptable to any site. It could 


be faced either way on a lot because of the corner entrance detail; a garage could turn too. 


MODERN, TRADITIONAL, CONTEMPORARY? 


A CONFUSION OVER terms used for the description 
of home designs and plans sometimes makes it diff- 
cult for prospective home builders to understand plan 
book discussions. The word we think is used wrongly 
most of the time is “‘modern.” We believe that any 
home, no matter what its exterior, style or decoration, 
that is efficiently planned, built with present-day 
materials, and equipped with currently produced ap- 
pliances and fixtures, is a modern house. On the other 
hand, a house whose architectural lines were devel- 
oped years ago, and whose decoration and furnishing 
follow styles created in past periods, is rightly called 
a traditional home. This is a matter of styling. A 
traditional home, therefore, can be as modern as day 
after tomorrow if its planning, construction and 
equipping are thoroughly up-to-date. 

When architectural styles and decoration incorpor- 
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ate new forms and new ideas, and novel uses of space 
within and wall areas outside, the house is “‘contem- 
porary” in styling. 

Most of the homes shown in this book lean toward 
traditional styles insofar as the exteriors are con- 
cerned—although some of them are frankly contem- 
porary. Nearly all of these designs have contemporary 
interiors, something you can check for yourself by 
noting the novel arrangements of many rooms, the 
corner and two-way fireplaces, the split baths and 
many interesting built-ins. Naturally, all of these 
home plans are modern in use of materials, efficiency, 
and equipment. 

So build a modern house, no matter if its outside 
and inside appearance is Colonial, Cape Cod, Geor- 
gian, or severely contemporary with flat roofs, sloped 
or curved walls, and vast glass areas. 
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BY EXTENDING THE garage to the right along the front wall of this 
Colonial style home, an appearance of great size is given to a plan that is 
quite modest as to ground floor area. This is a four bedroom house, two 
on the main floor with a bath located for easy access from all rooms, and 
two bedrooms on the second floor with a bath occupying a wide rear dormer. 
Both second floor bedrooms get fine cross ventilation by utilizing gable-end 
windows and windows in front dormers. Note that all four bedrooms are 
very much alike as to size, and that all are square and open. The ground 
plan of this home is simple and rectangular, and practically no space is 
given to hallways. The stair end of the living room provides circulation to 
dining, kitchen and sleeping areas. Both living room, with fine fireplace, 
and the kitchen, open onto the flagstone terrace, part of which is covered 
by the roof. The entire front uses brick here, with shingles for side and 


rear walls. A shingle roof, either stained or left natural would be good. 
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WHEN SOME OF US were very young and central heating was as rare 
as a day in June, the kitchen was the social center of the home. Every-" 
one went there to eat, sit by the fire, talk, read and pray. With modern 
planning, the kitchen became a work center, a white-walled, antiseptic 
corner that grew smaller as its efficiency increased. Housewives got to 
say, when people were about, “‘please keep them out of my kitchen.” 
This plan reverses all that and, it seems, has started a trend. It makes 
the kitchen one of the most delightful areas of the house, invites guests 
to come and sit by the fire. Of course it needs a big kitchen with one end 
free for the table and fireplace. The photo below shows one way this 
accented kitchen plan was used with Early, American decoration. But the 
house is not all kitchen by any means. It is a fine place to live anywhere, 
particularly with the very private sleeping area—three bedrooms in a 
line with two baths. The L-shaped living area is spacious, light and bright 
with front and rear windows. It is not an overly large house; has good 


circulation and a fine terrace. Fireplace backs up the one in kitchen. 
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IF YOU WANT to live graciously on one floor and still not spoil your building budget, here is a plan 
to study. Three bedrooms, an unusually generous kitchen and a large and well-lighted living-dining 
area are compactly fitted into this rectangular scheme. Although it boasts but one bath, it is located 
at a focal point of all activity within the house. Two of the bedrooms are quite large and are cross 
ventilated. The foyer and cross-hall provide good circulation. The construction suggested is a com- 
bination of masonry veneer to accent the right wing, and shingle siding. The hipped roof is just right 


for this tightly designed plan in which all space is used for all it is worth. Check this plan for value. 


A STILL MORE compact and economical plan than the one on the opposite page, this fine little home 
bows to none in appearance or comfort. It eliminates halls completely —unless you fold the door that 
turns the study into a third bedroom. The vestibule is made by a screen of three useful china closets. 
You must use the living room to get to kitchen and sleeping quarters, but this path falls along a line 
separating living and dining areas, so congestion would be kept at a minimum. The large and well- 
proportioned kitchen has a dinette under a bank of high windows. Unusually pleasing appearance is 


given to the exterior by breaking the roof lines. Stone and wood shingles are used on the exterior. 
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Plan —Traditional Styling 


THOSE WHO ADMIRE traditional design and formal planning for a home will like the possibilities 
offered by this interesting home project. It is a story-and-a-half Colonial design with broad shutters, 
brick front and flat arches over breezeway and garage openings. It should be built on a rather wide lot, 
and the more trees there are on the lot the better the setting for this simple exterior. 

The plan is straightforward, aimed at roomy comfort. Only departure, inside, from the formal arrange- 
ment of rooms, is the split bath which is as up-to-date as radio-active isotopes. The bath, aside from 
breaking up morning congestion by locating a tub and a shower in separate compartments, is fine for 
guest occasions —and its location is ideal for all uses. 

All rooms are large, square and well-illuminated by broad windows. Although the dining room is 
connected with the living room by a wide opening, it is essentially a separate room, handy to the kitchen 
for serving. Living room is large and owns a picture window. By projecting the lower portion of the 
stairway into the living room, the vestibule and its convenient guest closet are hidden from the main 
portion of the room. Compactness of this plan is indicated by the fact that there is orly one small cross 
hall to channel traffic on the first floor. 

This home may be built without finishing the second story. As such it provides all space needed for 
a small family. When more bedrooms are needed, the second floor provides space for two large ones. 
A dressing room and the second floor bath are located in a wide dormer to the rear. 

Closet space is generous in the three large bedrooms. Other storage, it is indicated, would be found 
in the basement. 

In spite of the impressive looking exterior and the large, uncrowded rooms, this is not a big house. 


The unbroken wall lines and simple roof would further contribute to economy in construction. 
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Spread-out Plan Has 


Garden in the House 


IF THIS HOUSE had a lower roof it could pass for 


a ranch house, for it spreads all over the lot in a 


most interesting manner. If you consider the main 
floor by itself, it is a three bedroom layout, although 
it is likely the study would be used mostly for books 
and phonographs and the television. The large bed- 
room has its own bath; the other main floor bed- 
room has a four-fixture bath which is handy both 
to the study-bedroom and for guests. The step-back 
arrangement of living room, dining room and kitchen 
produces an interestingly shaped outdoor terrace, all 
under cover and fronting onto the solarium —an all 
glassed-in area for year-round flower gardening. A 
notable feature of this house is the large number of 


broad windows and fine circulation through foyer. 
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NO HOME CONSTRUCTION is inexpensive these days; but there are house plans that can be 
built at comparatively low costs, without being stingy or crowded. This one story home with attached 
garage eliminates all frills and fancy features. There is no fireplace, no special built-ins, and the 
building lines are straight. The three bedrooms are not exceptionally big; but they are arranged for 
maximum use of light and air. Bath and aisle-type kitchen are back to back for economical plumbing 
installation, and all space is used with the greatest of care. For instance, the living and dining area 
thrown together form a really fine room, The serving bar from the kitchen is convenient, step-saving 


and good looking. Basement adds storage and play space. Outside may be shingles or wood siding. 


Small Home with Extra Bedroom 


HERE IS A modern adaptation of the 
familiar Cape Cod cottage —a most com- 
pact two-bedroom house at the start — 
with a chance to add a third and very 


spacious bedroom under the roof when a 
it is most needed. Note how every bit of el 


space within the straight-walled lines of 
this good-looking little house is put to 
good use. A fair-sized dining room occu- 
pies part of the large kitchen. One end 


of the living room serves as passage to 


the working and sleeping quarters, but 
this path does not interfere with major 


room furniture arrangement. To keep 


We mia 42-4 
first cost to a minimum, fireplace is elim- oy ars 


inated. Excellent storage space is pro- 


. . ‘ STORAGE EATING 
vided in the long garage area. For 10:0" 4-8" SPACE 
maximum building economy, the bath KITCHEN, 
and kitchen plumbing are back to back. 
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SELECT YOUR HOMESITE 
FOR BEAUTY, CONVENIENCE 
AND FUTURE SECURITY 


FINDING THE RIGHT HOUSE plan, and figuring out 
how to finance and build it are certainly two of the 
most important parts of home building. But don’t forget 
that the land your new house will stand on is a vital 
part of the whole project. A nice-looking lot is not 
enough to know about the site you select for building 
an expensive structure. The lot you choose will bring 
good or bad qualities that last for a long, long time. 

You should never buy a very narrow lot unless you 
have a plan to fit it. The lot should have enough space 
to give you privacy. On the other hand, it’s not good to 
buy too big a lot just because it might be thickly wooded 
and beautiful to see. Maintaining a big lot is tiresome or 
expensive or both. 

Be sure that the lot you buy is in an area zoned for 
residences. This is the best way to protect your invest- 
ment over the years. If the area is not zoned, your 
fine home may sometime be neighbor to a factory or mill. 

You should not try, single-handedly, to improve a 
poor area by building an expensive home in it. Be sure 
the other homes nearby are clean and acceptable, that 
the streets and sidewalks are in good repair, that street 
lights are adequate and that your new neighbors are neat. 

Unless you are going all-out for country living, and 


expect to pay extra for septic tanks, wells, pumps and 
other necessities, check whether sewers, water, gas, 
electric and phone lines are installed in the section of 
town you plan to build in. If not, you will have to pay 
to get these services. 

Is this fine lot you are looking at close to schools, 
churches, shopping centers and good transportation? If 
you have a couple of cars, it might not matter. But, if 
you ever try to sell this house, these social conveniences 
will make a big difference in resale value of your 
property. 

Now, really more important than these other quali- 
ties, is the condition of the earth under the surface. Is 
it swampy? If so, you will spend plenty to get proper 
drainage and may never be without a wet basement. 
Check the subsoil. If rock occurs a few feet below the 
surface, you will have to blast to excavate for basement 
and foundation walls. Good, natural drainage and easily 
moved earth are essential to economical home building, 

A hilly site is often very lovely, especially if it affords 
a fine view all around. But don’t forget that such a site 
requires a special design to fit the house to the contours 
of the land. So, have a design in mind if you are looking 
at hilly lots. There are plans for hill sites that include 
the garage in the basement and offer interesting over- 
hangs or terraces at different levels. But not any hillside 
plan will fit every hilly-lot. 

The land you will build on is the frame for your house, 
the setting for your dream; and a good lot in a good 
community is the best insurance your home can have 
for continued value! 
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Can You Build It Yourself? 


A SURPRISING 
NUMBER of fam- 
s ilies whose vari- 
‘ ous male and fe- 
male members 
have never before 
driven nails in 
dead earnest or 
laid bricks or 
blocks with mortar, have undertaken to 
build their own homes during these 
past months of high home costs. And 
still more surprising: most of these 
‘*home-made” houses have turned out 
well. And the costs, of course, were 
comparatively small from the cash out- 
lay standpoint. 

But please don’t get the idea that 
building your own home with your own 
hands is an apple pie cinch. It takes a 
lot of work and, invariably, a lot of 
outside help. 

Before going all-out on your own 
building project, get the most and best 
information you can on how to turn a 
favorite plan into a home through the 
home-building trades. This will get you 
a home much sooner, and without an 


x, 


: rainy eden For quick family meals, a ood. sized diningal alcove is provided, 


aching back. There are headaches either _ 


way you build. 

You can get very good estimates of 
how much any plan in this book will 
cost to build in your own community 
from several sources. Your local archi- 
tect can modify any plan to suit your 
particular needs, and he can figure how 
much it would cost, and he could super- 
vise construction. He would charge a 


-percentage-of-cost fee for this work. 


HOW TO GET COSTS 


Any good home builder in your com- 
munity who is not up to his neck in 
other projects, should be glad to figure 
on your house. He is used to working 
with plans, and often changes them to 
suit a customer. His charge is for con- 
struction: there is no other fee. 

If you don’t know a reliable -home 
builder, go to a lumber dealer. He 
knows all of them, supplies most of 
them with lumber, stone, brick, ce- 
ment and steel fabricated units. He 
may tip you off on one particularly 
good builder or give you a choice of 
several. The dealer’s advice is good — 


* 


his reputation in the building business 
depends on it. 

Your real estate agent will not only 
help you select a good lot in a fine 
section of town, but he is also wise 
about building costs and where to get 
good construction services. He has 
years of building performances in his 
book: local housing developments, 
builders, prices, tax rates and all. 

All of these building trades and serv- 
ices can advise you about building your 
own home. They can tell you what 
parts of the job you can do easily and 
well and the jobs, such as plumbing, - 
electric and plastering, that you should 
not undertake unless you have special 
skills in these important tasks. 

As arule, more different people have 
a part in building a home than are 
joined together forany otherkind of job. 
The best home you can build is one in 
which all the special work is handled 
by specialists, trained craftsmen who 
are proud of their contribution to your 
home product. If you build for your- 
self, be sure you have the best advice ~ 
and skilled help when you need it. 
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PL AN WIT H LOOK AT THE EIGHT special living features that 


make this one of the most delightful contemporary 


house plans. Each one is numbered on the plan so 


8 SPE CIAL you won’t miss it in a plan that is filled with 


wonderful ideas. The outside, of course, has a fine, 


| homey traditional feel about it—making this home 
FEATURES widely adaptable to home planners of all tastes. 
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TO AVOID OVERLOOKING any of the fine points of this plan, let’s start at the front door and go 
through the house. The wide foyer turns left into a big living room with front and rear window walls, 
a room that ‘‘dog-legs”’ to the right to provide a dining area with a charming indoor-outdoor garden. 
To the right of the foyer is a bedroom or study, which can have a solid partition with a door, or a 
folding-door wall. Through a cross-hall is the bedroom wing, with five sliding-door closets. The 
kitchen is a sort of double-L arrangement with a dropshelf serving and breakfast bar that saves lots 


of space. The bath and the indoor-outdoor garden are explained opposite. This is a fine livable plan. 


oe 


PICTURED AT RIGHT is the bathroom planned for this 
house. In comparatively small space (which is enhanced 
in appearance by a wall-sized mirror), are some of the 
best conveniences for modern baths. Notable are the 
combination vanity-lavatory, a cabinet partition with 
recesses for water glass and soap dish, and a pole screen 
for decoration. Here is proof that great space is not 


always essential for a good-looking, luxurious bathroom. 
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BECAUSE NO PHOTO was available, we are showing 
the architect’s idea of how the indoor-outdoor garden 
(located in the dining alcove) might appear in a finished 
house. A broad planting area is located around both sides 
of a floor-to-ceiling corner window. In winter, the inside 
planting gives a garden outlook: in summer the green 


and color area is twice as broad. Note high windows. 
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IN SPITE OF OWNING a basement of any size you want to pay for, this plan keeps the laundry 
on the ground floor in a generously laid-out area shared by the kitchen. Placing both in the same 
line with the bath confines all plumbing to a very narrow portion of the rear of the plan, an idea 
that will save plenty of construction money. The three bedrooms with their double closets are 
arranged for maximum privacy. The split bath gives the master bedroom a private entrance while 
permitting the other bedrooms access through the L-shaped hall. Very pleasantly situated in this 
plan is the corner fireplace which does something for both living and dining rooms. The breakfast 


nook is big enough for most family meals, and the porch is the start of a breezeway to future garage. 


MODERN 

PLAN FOR 

GROWING 
FAMILY 
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A SIMPLE PLAN, a high pitched roof, a bit 
of random stone trim, and wide boards used 
for both horizontal and vertical siding, give 
this small home a most pleasing traditional 
look. But it is a modern idea and one of the 


FUTURE SECOND FLOOR PLAN most economical homes to build. Five rooms 
and a bath are smartly arranged on an almost 
34'-6" perfect rectangle. There is no wasted space — 


ee Oe one little cross hall providing circulation to 
bedrooms, bath and basement. Many will like 

the separate dining room —a rarity these days. 

ma Wea" The U-shaped kitchen is a time-and step-saver. 
The generous living room has a wide fireplace 
far from room-to-room traffic. It would be a 
simple matter to add a breezeway and garage 
to the left of this plan. But, perhaps you want 
more living space first! For that, look at the 
second floor. Here are two bedrooms, larger 
than those on the main floor, and both con- 
venient to the bath which is built into a dormer 
to the rear. For maximum economy, both 
baths use the same plumbing stacks. You can 
finish these upper bedrooms when you need 
‘Se hy them—which solves the young family’s big- 
— ; nde eee gest problem; it may be the solution to yours. 
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THE OUTLINES OF this fine home are early Colonial, and the typical features are the low 


eaves and high roof with rough shingles. But the exterior is modernized with broad openings 


—one a fine bow-type window—and a porch sheltered by the roof overhang. Exterior finish 
suggested here includes rough-cut stone in random courses, some brick work and shingle 
siding at gable ends. Don’t try to fit this plan to a narrow lot. It needs air on both sides, and 
ample front and back yards. It would fit a good-sized city or suburban lot and would go fine 
in the country—particularly with both floors finished for week-end entertaining. It’s a splendid 


modern home with a strong traditional feeling. Rectangular plan means construction economy. 


LET’S STUDY THE main floor plan across the page. Aside from the big bedrooms with multiple. 
closets and the bath with tub and separate shower stall, this plan has other enviable features. 
The television has its own room—screened or curtained-off if you wish. The large, square 
dining room opens onto a porch, half inside and half outside the building line. This porch 
may be screened or glazed to suit your desires. The kitchen is a dream with broad windows 


over work area and breakfast nook. Circulation, room to room, is perfect—study it carefully. 
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ABOUT HOME FINANCING 


IF YOU ARE the type of 
reader who starts at the be- 
ginning and goes straight 
through a book instead of 
skipping around, by this 
time you will have looked at 
20 pages of very attractive 
homes. If you are enthusias- 
tic, full of imagination and 
dreamy about building a 
home, you may even have found a 
plan you like more than any other 
you have ever seen. 

If so, here is the time to ask your- 
self a few important questions and to 
get the correct answers: 

Of course, if you are rich or if you 
have a wealthy uncle (very old and 


sick) you can build any house you 
want. Otherwise you should first get 
plans for the design you want and 
then a cost estimate on them. 


Can You Afford to 
Build a House? 


If you already own an older home 
that is either too small or too large, 
or not mdern enough to suit you, 
sell it and you can probably cover the 
major costs of a new home: without 
borrowing large amounts of money. 

Or, if you are healthy, have a 
steady job, now pay rent and have 
been able to save enough cash for a 
substantial down payment, you can 


probably afford a far better home 
than you are now living in. Chances 
are you will be able to borrow the 
money you need provided your desires 
are within reason. 


How Much Can You Afford 
to Pay for a Home? 


There are several methods for 
gauging the size and cost of a house 
you can pay for without hardship. 
These rules are not completely accu- 
rate, because they don’t take every- 
thing into consideration; but they 
are helpful. 

Some home financing experts say 
you should not pay more than 24% 
times your annual income for a house 
and lot. This, under today’s home 
building prices, is a rather: conserva- 
tive figure. 


ere 
i 2 M 


A more accurate method of judging 
your ability to pay is this: limit mort- 
gage payments, taxes, utilities, and 
maintenance on a house to one-fourth 
of your monthly take-home pay. This 
method takes into consideration the 
fact that taxes, insurance and mainte- 
nance are really part of home finan- 
cing, and is a more realistic view of 
home ownership expense than that of 
total cost of a house and size of mort- 
gage that must be repaid. 

In any event, you should limit the 
size and cost of your house and lot 
to your long-time ability to pay. This 
assumes, of course, that you will have 
to borrow money to pay for its 
construction. 

Some couples, particularly the 
younger ones, plan to do some of the 
work themselves in order to reduce the 
amount borrowed or cut the down pay- 


ment. You will need approval from the 
lender in order to do this; don’t ex- 
pect to do work beyond your abilities. 


Where Can You Borrow 
Home Building Money? 


Home loans are usually made 
through three different types of lend- 
ers: banks, savings and loan associa- 
tions, and insurance companies. Pri- 
vate individuals frequently lend money 
for home construction, and these 
private loans are sometimes negotia- 
ted at better terms than those made 
through institutions. For instance, if 
your father, favorite aunt or well- 
heeled cousin took your home mort- 
gage, they might let you pay it back 
at interest rates well below the usual 
4% to 5/4 percent. 

The majority of home loans are 


made at 4/2 to 5 percent, and the 
usual period taken to pay-off the 
mortgage is 20 years. 

You will save money if you can pay 
the mortgage off in a shorter time. 
Here is a good example of what you 
pay for a $10,000 mortgage at 5 per- 
cent when paid off over different 
periods of time: 


Monthly Total 
Term Payment Interest 
5 yr. $188.80 $1,328.00 
10 yr. 106.10 2,732.00 
15 yr. 79.10 4,238.00 
20 yr. 66.00 5,810.00 


If you can afford a monthly pay- 
ment of $188.80 (principal and inter- 
est) you will have the loan paid off in 
five years and save $4482.00 in inter- 
est as against paying off in 20 years. 

(continued on next page) 


FINANCING 


(continued from preceeding page) 


The long time payment, however, 
makes it possible for families to build 


a home and pay for it without skimp- 


ing on food, clothing, education, 
entertainment and health. In order to 
minimize additional cash outlay, cer- 
tain items of equipment such as 
stoves, refrigerators, water softeners, 
freezers, etc. may be included in 
some FHA mortgages. 


How Much Can You 
Borrow to Build? 


If your building loan is insured by 
FHA or the Veterans Administration, 
you can borrow about half, in the 
case of a house and lot costing over 
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$25,000, to 90 percent of the cost of a 
house under $5,000. Maximum in- 
sured loan under FHA is presently 
limited to $14,000. Using FHA has 
two advantages: it permits smaller 
down payments for lower cost homes, 


G.I. LOAN 
Regulation 


REGULAR LOAN 
Revised Regulation 


and generally lower interest rates. 
Another advantage is that construc- 
tion must be equal to or above quality 
standards set up to prevent shod- 
diness; this forestalls excessive 
depreciation of value during the 


DO YOU KNOW HOW to find value in a home? One 


of the first things to look for is closets—how many, 


how big and where located. This substantial, dignified- 
‘looking house is not really large, but its closet count is 


15, which is well above par—and look at the size of 


them. The master bedroom-has three wardrobes, the 
other three bedrooms have two each. The rest of the 
closets pop up where most needed—which is the mark 


of sympathetic planning. Four bedrooms—all large and a 
all cross-ventilated are one feature of this full-value — 


plan; but there are many others. For instance, the 


quarters, but makes all areas ete 3 accessible. ae 


; large L-shaped kitchen with sun-filled breakfast aleove 2 
outside entranceways. The sdlateswailed dining room 


opens onto a covered os pric, and Weed it i 


connection. with aie or double garage. The elving eg : 
Foon: is Jatge ang well proportioned. — Y 


usually long term of the mortgage. 

A family, however, should make its 
down payment as big as possible and 
reduce the size of the mortgage, be- 
cause the bigger the loan and the 
longer you take to pay it back, the 
more it will cost in interest. 


Are You Qualified to 
Borrow Building Money? 


If you have a good reputation and 
an honest face, haven’t passed any 
bad checks or too many installment 
payments; if you have an income that 
is adequate to pay back a loan and 
leave enough for daily necessities and 
emergencies, and have no judgments 
outstanding against you, you can bor- 
row money at almost any lending 
institution. 


cao lia 
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The lender will want to be sure that 
the home you are building is worth 
what you are paying for it, so that his 
money is safe in the event you are 
forced to forfeit the property. In any 
event, you should want a home that is 
valuable in all respects—good loca- 
tion and site, good appearance, and 
quality construction. [ 


How Can You Protect 
Your Investment? 


The longer you pay on your home 
mortgage, the greater your equity be- 
comes in the property. To protect this 
hard won wealth against partial or 
complete loss due to accidents or acts 
of nature, you should figure insurance 
as an essential part of your home 
financing costs. Insurance is expen- 
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sive, but loss of property is disaster 
and ruin. 

Every home needs full fire insur- 
ance coverage on the house itself and 
its contents. If you have lots of win- 
dows you should have glass insur- 
ance. Most homes should be pro- 
tected by burglary insurance of their 
contents; and for full protection, 
liability insurance is written which 
protects you against suits brought by 
guests or tradesmen who slip on your 
front steps and fall on their necks. 

There is no way to estimate, accu- 
rately, the amount of insurance a 
family should have. Rates depend 
upon type of construction, site condi- 
tions, and the experience of a com- 
munity in the matter of burglary, 
vandalism and such natural disasters 
as floods and hurricanes. 
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ALTHOUGH THEY ARE not the most economical to build as a rule, there is great partiality these days for 
one-level homes. Here is one of the most livable single-story plans you will find. It gives privacy to every room 
of the house—an important thing where all activities are going on side by side. But there are so many other 
delightful features in this plan, it takes a long time of study to find them all. First, look at the fireplace. It 
warms the living room and the kitchen dining area at the same time—right through the wall. A “pass-thru’”’ 
from kitchen to the dining area is a server and a handy bar. The study is the emergency bedroom. Fine thing 
is the two bedroom arrangement at rear of the house—one with private lavatory, the other close to the bath. 


Note the workbench and five big storage cabinets in garage. Don’t miss the big picture windows in living room. 


HOW TO LIVE 
ON ONE LEVEL 
AND LIKE IT 
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TRAFFIC routes of plan on op- 
posite page have easy access 
from front and rear entrances. 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A PLAN 


MOST PEOPLE, at first, have a difficult time making 
sense out of a house plan. They complain: “‘I just can’t 
visualize this layout,” or “Apparently, I haven’t any 
sense of space.” Possibly their trouble is that they look 
at one room at a time, or all rooms together, or at some 
feature all by itself. A house is not as static as that; a 
plan moves in the same way that people move through 
it. If you start walking through a plan, you will soon 
find spaces becoming doors, and lines standing up as 
walls, and other spaces opening out as windows. It 
doesn’t take much imagination. 

This movement through a home (or traffic) is one of 


the most important features in planning. Certainly big 
rooms, beautiful features and convenient fixtures are 
important—but how do they go together? How do you 
get from one to another? If you have to pass through 
five lovely big rooms and walk outside half of the house 
to go from kitchen to bath, the traffic situation is terrible, 
and so is the designer. 

To illustrate movement in good home planning, we 
have taken the fine house on the opposite page for a 
traffic study. On the sketch above you will find a series 
of dots and arrows. They are the traffic routes needed 
to get all over this plan. You see, they are all short and 
none of them criss-cross each other. You need not pass 
through any one room to get 
to another. From the kitchen, bkg De 
the housewife can walk directly yet i 
into living-dining area, sleeping Lg 
quarters and bath, front entrance, , 

jagll 
tern, or circulation, is achieved 
by using up very little living space 
—only two vestibules, a T-shaped hall, and a porch—all 
small. This is an ideal circulation arrangement for a one- 
story home. 


side or service door, and base- 
ment. This perfect traffic pat- 
The second sketch shows how good circulation is 


designed into a two-story plan. Here the vestibule, an 
L-shaped hall and an aisle-type split bath work wonders. 
Come in the front door! You can go left to lavatory, 
straight ahead to upstairs, right into the living room, 


COMPACT, low cost homes 
must sacrifice convenience for 
economy; here the living room 
serves as traffic artery for 
front and rear entrances. 


through the hall to dining room, and left to bedrooms 
and the night entrance to the bath. This entire scheme 
revolves about the stairwell, and only the kitchen, pre- 
sumably to the rear of the dining area, is not in immedi- 
ate connection with every other room. But only one 
other room need be crossed from the kitchen to put it 
in circulation. 

The third sketch above is typical of many low cost 
homes where all space is at a premium and circulation 
is sacrificed to economy. Because there are no traffic 
areas provided, the living room takes a beating as vesti- 
bule, hallway to kitchen and hallway to bath and 
sleeping quarters. It is impossible to get anywhere in this 
plan without crossing the living room in both directions. 
Bath and kitchen are back to back, but you have to circle 
the entire floor to get from one to the other. This is 
definitely bad planning, even for a minimum house. 

The last two sketches show how to get circulation 
out of rooms by the use of multiple openings. The small 
figure shows that, coming in the rear door, you would 
have to pass through kitchen, dining room, and living 
room to get to the bath and sleeping areas. So the rear 


FROM the rear en- 
trance all traffic 
is across kitchen. 


RIGHT: From the rear one 
can get to other part of 
house four different ways. 
At left, ideal traffic situ- 
ation for a two story house; 
notice access to split bath. 


entrance is a kitchen door, and nothing more. The other 
figure shows two ways to pass through kitchen to living- 
dining areas, a route to the basement and another short- 
cut to the sleeping side of the house. 
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SEVERAL YEARS AGO thousands of visitors 
to a New York City home show were surprised 
and pleased to find this house, complete with 
trees, bushes and lawn, built and furnished on 
the floor of the exposition hall. Since then, 
hundreds of variations on this plan have been 
built all over the country, for it is one of the 
most delightful garden homes you will ever see. 
This was one of the first small home plans to use 
the inside-outside garden idea, planting on both 
sides of a solid window wall. It also provided a 
large terrace, part of it under cover, with a 
barbecue built into the wall of the house. In 
addition, the master bedroom has a private 
terrace, sheltered, facing the rear. The fireplace 
is used to divide the living and dining areas, 
thereby becoming a striking decorative feature. 
Here the kitchen and laundry work side by side. 
Entrance planning is most considerate of guests, 
locating closet and powder room right off the 
foyer. At right is a photo of the original home 
show house, showing the now-so-popular 
sheltered entranceway and long porch to the 
garage, which is tooled-up for work or hobbies. 
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TO HELP YOU VISUALIZE the charm of the terrace area of this fine home; the architedt-bag : 
sketched that portion of the house from the back yard. Here. you can clearly see the window — 


panels that have flower gardens planted both inside and outside the living room. You will note - 


that the flagged portion of the terrace is sheltered by the roof, making this area ready for barbecue | 


parties even on rainy days. Over-all, the house has the appearance of size; but it is not really a 


large house —so much of its planning is outside the building lines. Do you like outdoor living? 
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POSSIBLY NO OTHER PLAN since man came out of 
caves is so considerate of every member of the family 
as this one. Each of the four bedrooms is practically 
a self-contained apartment. None has less than three 
closets: one has four, another five. Two bedrooms have 
attached baths while the other two share one. Each 
member of the family could hide out in his own room 
and sulk for a week; but what do you bet, they would 
rather gather in the living area which is fashioned for 
fun and friendship? The big living-dining area is 
divided by a two-way fireplace. Attached to this fire- 
place, but facing onto the covered terrace is a barbecue 
pit. The terrace has plenty of space for lounging in or 
out of the sun. The unusual shape of the kitchen helps 


it play an important role in routing traffic through the 


entire house without congestion. From this kitchen, 


a busy housewife has complete control of every area of 
the house, inside or out, and needs very few steps to go 
anywhere. Above, we said that two bedrooms have 
attached baths. Look closely and you'll see that both 
of these baths are split to serve two or more areas. The 
master’s bath is also guest powder room, accessible 
from the hall. The child’s bath also opens onto the 
kitchen with the lavatory handy in the hall. Upstairs 
are two fine bedrooms, one, with double dormers, has 
a private study or dressing room if you wish. The 
shaded areas show that there are 22 closets within the 
house proper. There are four more in the garage, and 
one big one on the service porch. If all of these closets 


were placed side by side, they would stretch for 83 feet. 


L-SHAPED PLANS are usually good to look at because they avoid the monotony of square or 
rectangular shaped houses; but they also can be economical to build. This plan, in particular, falls 
into the economy class because of its compact layout. One small, square hall-solves the major traffic 
problems for this home without wasting much space. From the center of this hall you can go to any 
of three bedrooms, the bath, the kitchen, the entrance foyer, and the basement. The “L” motif,is 
carried out in this plan in other ways —the kitchen forms an L, and the living-dining area does, too. 
The corner fireplace serves both of these rooms. A feature here, not found in many modern home 


plans, is the large kitchen pantry. Don’t miss the unusual number of windows and window walls. 
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BUILT-INS fit available space exactly, 
with no waste; they’re designed to 
suit a particular room or home, and 
engineered for your special storage 
or other needs. They have the further 
advantage of matching interior col- 
ors or wood finishes exactly. How- 
ever it is difficult for the amateur 
wood worker to match the fine fin- 
ishes on the cabinet woods used in 
good furniture; so plan carefully. 
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from only one side, shows how various storage 
units may be combined to fit your individual 
needs. At bottom, the very popular “indoor 
garden”’ adds little cost but calls for special 
construction almost from foundations up. 

Almost every plan in this book has at least 
one outstanding built-in feature. Each archi- 
tect or designer has devoted much thought and 
work to developing units that are not only 
artistically right for the particular room or 
house, but also offer maximum usefulness to 
the home owner and minimum construction 
difficulties to the builder. 

You may omit them or build them, accord- 
ing to your fancy; slight changes will adapt 
most of them to all sorts of special and indi- 
vidual needs. 

The prospective home owner should con- 
sider carefully the costs and convenience of 
built-in units against what is offered by furni- 
ture pieces, rather than be carried away by an 
indiscriminate enthusiasm for built-ins. Cus- 
tom cabinet work offers no mass-production 
economies; it is in general more expensive 
than furniture of comparable quality. 


| Carefully Planned Built-ins Pay 


Dividends in Convenience, Savings 


BUILT-IN DETAILS pictured on this page are 
taken from various plans in the book. The 
three at the top are inexpensive to have built 
or easy to build yourself. The dressing table 
and the “see-through” divider are types that 
can be added at some future date. 

At top, a dressing table makes the best pos- 
sible use of well-lighted space between two 
wardrobe closets; it is itself flexible—might be 
anything from a simple shelf to a unit of many 
drawers. Next, a snack bar and pass-through 
combination, with disappearing chairs. Third, 
a cabinet and divider gives the effect of a 
vestibule in small space but still leaves an 
openness to the whole room. 

The bottom three sketches show built-ins 
which are best installed during construction. 
The first two are types of storage-wall parti- 
tions, one with shelves or drawers opening 
alternately from each side is really a hinged 
door swinging on casters; the other, opening 


THE SKETCHES on this page 
show just a few of the many 
possibilities for built-in items. 
| They will probably suggest 
many more that will add con- 
venience to your new home. 
For instance, in the bathroom 
you may wanta dressing table, 
{ a clothes hamper or storage 


have equipment built into the 


wee | closet. A recreation room can 
; 
j 
| 
i 


walls—radio, television, record 
players. The list is almost end- 
less if you check all the rooms. 


High Roof Gives Six Economy Rooms 


IF MANY ROOMS in a small plan at moderate cost 


BD. are what you're looking for, this house has much to 


10L2"x 10" offer. Note how all rooms are nearly square, a 


B.R. 


12'-S" x 11-0" 


2 
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Las feature that gives a good feeling of space to any 


tort size area. To keep first cost within the budget, 

there is no fireplace (although one could be added 

SECOND FLOOR later in the living room corner against the kitchen) 
and there are no halls or expensive built-ins. The 
high roof is what permits two large bedrooms in the 
attic space. The one bath is located at the bottom 
of the stairs, as handy as possible to the upstairs 
bedrooms. All lines in this house are simple, easy 
to execute in ordinary building materials. Lumber, 


B.R. 


common brick or concrete could produce equally 


12-8" x 10-10" 


pleasing exterior effects for this low cost home. 
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NARROW 
LOT ONLY 


ALTHOUGH BUILDING on a narrow lot is rarely 
advised, some families own sites in good locations 
and simply want to build on them. Here is a house 
that will fit, and in addition to being long and lean, 
it is quite a house in other respects. Most interesting 
and novel is the room with solid wall or sliding 
partition. With the movable door, this area gives 
more space for entertaining, or provides a playroom 
just off the kitchen. It has a good fireplace, two 


big bedrooms and modern split bath. 
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MODERN EXTERIOR, 


NOVEL LAYOUT 


EXCITING EXTERIORS sometimes have dis- 
appointing interior arrangements; but here is a 
house you would like any way you looked at it. 
From the outside it feels like a million dollars, 
but that’s because the garage is cleverly in- 
cluded within the building lines and doesn’t 
look like a garage at all. The windows are what 
take your fancy first off; then you see the cov- 
ered walkway and porch, the very low roof 
lines, the smart use of brick and shingle siding, 


with louvered posts to decorate the front. The 


interior layout splits the plan into a square 


sleeping area (which includes the foyer) and a 
rectangular combined living-dining, recreation 
and work area. 

The living room opens onto the rear porch 
where one side of the chimney stack is used for 
the outdoor barbecue oven. Between the kitchen 
and dining alcove is a push-thru serving bar. 
The split bath is a guests’ delight, having two 
cabinet lavatories, one a definite powder room 
facility. Bedrooms are plenty big and the garage 
serves the whole family as car shelter, work 


room and play area. 


@ GUEST closet with planter on top acts as” 
a screen between foyer and living room 
while maintaining the openness of the plan. 


@ PORCH-terrace off rear of living room has” 
weather protection and built-in barbecue. 


6) EXTRA lavatory in split bath provides guest 
accommodation when other portion is in use. | 
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A SMALL HOME FOR 


PROPER DEFINITION of a small house in these times is one that occupies a modest ground area, 
and that can be built and look complete without garage, breezeway or other attached niceties. Here is 
a small home: its rectangular building area occupies about 37 by 30 feet; its well-proportioned design 
and use of stone masonry on the front and brick for side and rear walls permit it to stand alone on 
its lot—as finished in appearance as any home you would want to see. But, for its size, this house 
packs in plenty of living area with up to five bedrooms. Breezeway and garage could be added either 


to right or left. The full basement would provide fine facilities for recreation, play or rumpus room. 
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BIG FAMILY LIVING 


CHECK THIS PLAN for a lesson in compact planning. The combination kitchen-dining area is large. 
Living room has large window and fireplace. The three bedrooms across the rear all use the bath 
which backs up to kitchen plumbing. At some future date, the left rear bedroom could be turned into 
a large separate dining room. Closet space in all areas is generous; but hall space is kept to a bare 
minimum. The two bedrooms on the second floor are big and cross ventilated, and they are served by 
a four-fixture bath. Obviously, this home is planned for a large family wanting lots of private rooms 


in limited space. But it could be erected without finishing the second floor rooms until later on. 
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HERE IS HIGH style in home design on a 
nearly minimum-sized house plan. The four 
bedrooms on two floors, the ample-sized 
living room, adequate dining area and 
efficiency kitchen are compacted into a | 
roughly 23’ by 34% foot area. There are 
no hallways and only one bath. There is ; 

only one closet to an area, but it is usually 
FUTURE 2™° FLOOR. of decent size. This home should be built | 

for a very reasonable price, for there are 

ee yey no dormers or fireplaces to push up costs. 
Despite its generally small size and sim- j 
plicity of arrangement, it is an architectural . 
gem, and would be one of the best looking ' 
| 


nel ee ee i 


homes along any street. That front window, 
sloping outward from the wall top, is smart 
modern design, and probably a_ better 
window for light and weather protection 
than a vertical casement. The roof over- 
id agey Ss hang gives just the right amount of pro- 
Petree tection against summer sun. High windows 
flanking the front stoop, and clever planting 
boxes complete a fine job. 
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LOW ROOF LINE, cleverly arranged storage 
areas, split bath and lots of windows are notable 
features of this one-story house. But what you 
might like best of all is the Dutch kitchen which, 
with its own fireplace, becomes a second, and 


'/ more intimate, living room. This scheme, if you 
look closely, can be made to face either way on 
alot, making it suitable for narrow lot or a wide 


alcove which adds 6 feet to the master bedroom, 
may be eliminated if it means too much expense 
or greater width than you need. Circulation is 
excellent to all areas from the entrance foyer. A 
planting box and a modern screen form an 
inglenook around the living room fireplace which, 
for economy, uses the same chimney stack as 
the kitchen fireplace. The centrally-located split 


one. The bath and walk-in closet with dressing _ bath is handy for the youngsters when at play. 
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FEATURES 
A DUTCH 
KITCHEN 


| bed room 


i= 

° 

= 

mo) 

mo) 

o 

= - 

5 d roor cl. cl. living room 

= | 13-4 x9 C8 were r= 19'x13- 4" 

2 cl f & 

oe cl. be 

o “2 s 

° bed room fe Se ee : PLAN NO. . 
$ | I9'-2'x 12" f LS TL ootiona front 2 
x ‘e pote 

~ pS = se 


ee 
ee ee 
~ ee 


ii ao SIZE: Sq: Ft. 
uy House 1504 (Total) 


SIZE: Cu. Ft. 


4| 


ry > a 7 
A ee: ae r Seton xh 
We aieae eo aK Pree ‘ 


: 


SLIDING WINDOW-WALL > 


| _ 


JUST SLIDE BACK a broad floor-to-ceiling window wall and 


all outdoors is brought right into this modern home. What a us ee 


play area this makes, using the garage, too! The wide 


kitchen window gives mother a good look at all proceedings. 


Above, the architect has sketched these outstanding features. 


Is Built Into this House 


HERE’S A MODERN ranch house, long and low, with vertical boards giving a sort-of-rustic feeling 
to the exterior. It would be a shame to build this on any but a good wide lot: this house has a country 
look about it. All along the front, high clerestory aden are used to provide ample light but give 
privacy to people within the rooms. The porch, which also is the walkway to the garage, is sheltered 
by a wide overhang. You may not think you want it, but the fenced-in yard with the pool and carefully 


thought-out planting areas offer a charming welcome to the guest. Note outdoor dining room at rear 


THE PLAN OF THIS home, on the opposite page, needs very little study to find its exciting features. 
The living-dining area, nearly all windows, has a corner fireplace with an inglenook seat that divides 
the whole room functionally. The aisle-type kitchen should delight any housewife, particularly with 


its “‘I-spy” window overlooking the children’s play area. Of exceptional importance is the compart- 


mented bath with double lavatories for guests on party nights. Here are four closets in master bedroom. 


Here Are Fundamentals 
of Good Construction 
for Your New Home 


THERE ARE three basic types 
of construction used in home 
building: wood frame, solid ma- 
sonry, and masonry veneer. 
With one of these you can get 
any architectural effect you 
want. These systems differ some- 
what in quality, cost, fire safety 
and length of life. 

The majority of homes built 
in America are of frame con- 
struction—soft woods usedabove 
the foundation to form floors, 
walls and partitions. A frame 
house usually starts by bolting 
wide boards to the top of the 
foundation to form a sill or 
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SINS OX MICONCRETE 
D971, FOUNDATION 


WATERPROOFING 
FURRING STRIP 


SUB- FLOOR 


Fig. 3—Details of a 
solid masonry wall. 
Note that the joists rest 
on concrete founda- 
tion, and that the ma- 
sonry overlaps joist 
ends. Solid brick walls 
require two or more 
widths of material. 


heat loss both ways through the entire wall and can also act as 
a vapor barrier. 

Solid masonry, as the name implies, consists of solid walls of 
stone, brick, or concrete or combinations of these materials 
(Fig. 3). Often, lightweight concrete units are used to back up 
facing courses of brick or stone. With masonry walls, which are 
load bearing, any type of floor joist may be used: wood joists as 
in frame construction, precast concrete joists which can sup- 
port a concrete floor slab, and steel joists which can support 
frame or concrete floors. Solid masonry, of course, is highly 
resistant to wear, weather and fire. Maintenance on masonry 
costs less because there is no painting needed as a rule, and 
very little damage requiring replacement. 

Masonry veneer construction is a combination of frame con- 
struction and masonry exterior. Such a building is essentially a 
frame house—it just looks like a masonry building because an 
envelope of masonry—brick, stone, terra cotta, etc., is applied 


Fig. 1—Typical arrangement 
plate. 


Resting on this sill plate are 


of various structural mem- 
bers in frame construction. 
wood joists which span from 

wall to wall and support the 

floor. A frame floor consists first of a sub-floor or sheathing 
nailed over the joists. If these boards are nailed diagonally the 
strength of the floor frame is increased. The finished floor may 
be hard wood; ceramic, rubber, asphalt, rubber or plastic tile; or 
linoleum. 

Frame walls consist of studs (vertical 2 x 4 boards) sheathed 
by rough boards or plywood or insulating board. To finish a 
frame wall on the outside, waterproofing paper is put over the 
sheathing and clapboards, shingles, or other siding material 
are applied. The inside is finished by lath and plaster or by the 
dry wall method which uses large sheets of plaster board. Insu- 
lation is applied between the outside and inside walls to reduce 
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Fig. 4 — Veneer con- 
struction. Note how 
the frame wall is erec- 
ted over inside half of 
the foundation (as in 
Fig. 1), and that the 
masonry is built up 
outside of the frame. 
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Fig. 2—Concrete floor 
slab for basementless 
house. Note water- 
proofing and insula- 
tion between slab and 
the earth and the slab 
and foundation wall. 


over the frame. When erecting a veneer wall, a frame of studs 
and rough board sheathing is built first. The thin facing of 
masonry is then built up beside the frame wall, leaving an air 
space for insulation. The masonry facing is tied into the frame 
at various levels up the wall. In this type of construction the 
masonry is not load-bearing. The floors and roof are carried 
on the frame. 

A variation applicable to any type of home construction is the 
slab floor, (Fig. 2) a necessity when a house is built without a 
basement. Care must be taken when building a concrete floor 
slab on grade to insulate it against ground cold and moisture, 
and to insulate the floor slab from the foundation walls. This 
must be done before the slab is poured. 
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THIS PLAN GETS 
BEST SPACE USE 


ONE OF THE BEST ways to make the 
most of a modest home building budget is 
to plan a house full of flexible-use living 
areas. This modern minimum-dimensioned 
house has one bedroom or four bedrooms — 
if you need them. One bedroom may, at 
times, be a study, sewing room, play area, 
or television room if it is not (by throwing 
back a folding door) being used as part of 
a huge living room. This plan, the very 
least you would want to build in area, is 


full of tricks. The slanting front window 


permits planting inside and outside the 
glass wall. Bookshelves and a china cabinet 
form the wall of a vestibule. Heating plant 
and storage area are located under the stairs. 
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Big Look with Six Big Rooms 


FROM THE STREET this is a most imposing-looking house, and inside it you would get the same feeling. 
The secret is open planning—long vistas that do not represent as much space as they seem to. But all 


four bedrooms in this home—should you decide to finish the second floor at once—are big and square 


and comfortable. The living room is big enough by itself; but when you add the dining room to it, the 


rae 


area front-to-back is sweeping. How do you like the long kitchen, with sink under the window, range 


and work tables along one side, and with a most attractive curved corner breakfast nook? The broad 
aisles of this kitchen give the plan its good circulation. Other well-planned features include the broad, 


covered terrace, the handy garage, and the huge second floor bedroom. A stone face for the bedroom 
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wing, and rough wood shingles or siding elsewhere, combine to give this house a most pleasant and 


substantial appearance whether it be located in a city subdivision or on a broad acre in the country. 
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Small, But Compact, Ranch House 


ONLY THE LOW lines of this home would incline people to call it a ranch house. It doesn’t spread 
out, or meander. In fact, it doesn’t waste any space in providing seven fine rooms and easy ways to 
move from one to another. Circulation in this home is interesting. One side of the L-shaped kitchen 
is used frankly as a hall from rear to front. A cross hall connecting with the foyer does the rest, 
serving three bedrooms and giving each maximum privacy. The 25-foot long living room, lighted from 


both ends, is a fine area with the fireplace well out of everyone’s way. The garage with its big work 


bench and storage is really planned for use by the man of the house. The terrace is for everybody. 
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Porches and Terraces 
Add Greatly to the Convenience 


and Pleasure of Your Home 


HOME EXTERIORS need to be more than merely attrac- 
tive. They’re functional too. Such exterior details as en- 
trances, porches and terraces have an important influence 
on your way of life. Notice how many of the home plans in 
this book have sheltered entrances at front and rear, a 
much-appreciated convenience for the whole family and a 
thoughtful welcome to both guests and tradesmen. There’s 
a wide variety of porch styles shown. What might be called 
built-in porches, where the roof is carried out beyond the 
house walls to form a shelter, appear in 1-, 2- and 3-sided 
versions. Projecting the roof along an entire side produces 
the first type; the two-sided variety, shown in several shapes 
and sizes, sets back the building walls at a corner to nick 
out a porch. The almost wholly interior, or three-sided, 
porch is basically a covered patio. 


Wide Overhangs for Shelter 


In one house, pictured on this page, the roof has been 


extended to serve as a shelter for both the front entrance 


and adjoining garage. 

The greatest advantage of these uses of roof overhangs or 
extensions is architectural, to integrate various elements 
into a coherent structure, or to relate semi-enclosed space 
more fully to the wholly enclosed house itself. 

In contrast, the built-on porches indicated on several 


plans can but need not be part of the initial building. They 
_ can be added at any future date. Materials may be similar 


to those in the house, or they may be completely different 
—screening, or canvas, or patterned or clear glass or some 
of the new corrugated plastics. 


Some Porches Can Be Added 


Both open and semi-protected terraces show up on many 
plans. These form an excellent project for later finishing, 
There are many good and easily-installed materials avail- 
able — flagstone, brick, redwood slabs, concrete or tile. 

But if you plan a porch or terrace for future addition, 
you must make some provisions for it initially. Convenient 
access must be provided, either by installing a door to start 
with, or by framing a window in such a way that it can 
easily be replaced with a door. And if it’s a future porch, 
you want to be sure it won’t cut off too much light. 


MANY FAMILIES TODAY prefer to live on one level, both from the stand- 
point of the appearance of low-lying homes and because of convenience. This 
rather wide plan, including a double garage in the sweep from left to right on 
the lot, has three bedrooms front to back in the left wing, and two baths. The 
big master bedroom has a private bath at night, but this bath is also close to 
kitchen and porch through a rear foyer. Main bath is excellently located for 
guests. In the architect’s rendering above you can get a good idea of the charm 


and usefulness of the rear covered porch. It should open onto a flower garden. 


This plan offers a fine solution for the main floor laundry, including this 
room in a space of its own just off the kitchen with its own door onto the 
porch. Many families will admire the large separate dining room. The well- 
lighted aisle-type kitchen with extra wall and floor cabinets should delight any 


housewife. Exceptional closet and wardrobe area is another enviable feature. 
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A RELATIVELY SMALL floor area and a contemporary exterior give this design a lot of appeal to 
home builders looking for something just a little different. Low lines and broad window walls enhance 
the front facade. Three bedrooms in a row along the rear are a feature of the interior of the plan. 
The master bedroom at left has not only its own lavatory but five wardrobe closets. The middle bed- 
room has four closets, and even the third bedroom has three. Guest closet in the foyer is a storage 
wall to which is attached one end of a curtain track that permits enclosure of a dining room. Kitchen 


and main bath are back to back for maximum economy in plumbing. One end of the porch is enclosed. 


THE TIGHTLY PLANNED HOME below, with three bedrooms and three other 
carefully thought-out rooms, can be switched either way on a lot to give a wide 


front or a narrow one. Thus it would look as ood ona narrow lot as on Sesto 
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on 4 ; } ! 


YOUR CHOICE 
FOR A NARROW 
OR WIDE LOT 


PLAN NO. 
TC=261 
SIZE: Sq. Ft. 
House 1088; Porch 27 
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Features Two Special-Use Rooms 


A THIRD BEDROOM which has a folding partition making it also useful as 
children’s study, sewing room, or television room, and a hobby room (pictured 
above and described in detail on the facing page) are the features of this con- 
temporary home. One of the baths serves the two main bedrooms. A second bath 
is located between the study-bedroom and the hobby area. An exceptionally large 
living room has a wide fireplace with built-in bookshelves. In back of this fire- 


place is a barbecue. Guest convenience and fine circulation are outstanding. 
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Garage 220; Total 2203 


THE HOBBY ROOM is the pivotal area of this fine home. Its four doorways make it accessible 
to all parts of the house, a necessity if this room is used for as many and varied purposes as 
entertaining, playroom, craft shop, music room, and work room. Its floor is tiled for easy 


cleaning and maintenance. Such a room would make any house an easier place to live in. 


Allied House Plans, Inc. 
90-04 16lst Street, Jamaica 32, L. I., N.Y. 


Send me, postpaid, 4 Blueprint Sets for Town 


and Country Plan No. TC 


What Others Write About Us— 


Dear Mr. Tyler: 

About six months ago I saw and fell in love with 
your house plan No. 4727. It is so exactly right! 
Over the years, I have liked other house plans— 
but this dream of yours is the only one which has 
withstood the test of months. The affection I feel 
for it is very real and is as strong now as when [| 


first saw it.—Mrs. B. L., Elkhart, Indiana. 


Gentlemen: 

Many thanks to you for the prompt attention 
you gave both my orders for plans. Your assistance 
was much appreciated, and I will surely recommend 
you as one truly interested in giving service.— 


F. K. M., Glassbold, New Jersey. 
Dear Mr. Marshall: 


I have just completed a house, using your plan 
No. 4914. I used white brick instead of vertical 
siding and made a slight change in the windows 
you planned. The house turned out beautifully, 
and I am more than pleased with it.—Mrs. O. T. B., 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 


Dear Mr. Matern: 

After searching for our future home plans for 
several years, we came upon your designs. We 
think you have some of the most attractive and 
convenient ranch style homes we have ever seen, 
we love your style, and, surprising as it may seem, 
we can almost always tell your homes without even 
looking for the name ... We have dreamed of such 
a home for a number of years, and now that we 
may be able to have just what we want, we are 
very anxious to begin.—Mrs. M. A. C., Groves, 


Texas. 


Dear Sir: 

We were most impressed with your house plan 
No. 9217... May I compliment you on the thought 
and thoroughness incorporated into your ideas. 


Mail Coupon Now! 


For Airmail service, add $1 


Also send me_____________additional sets. Name 


| enclose $ 


($35 for four sets; $5 for Boch additional set) 


[J] Check or Money Order enclosed. 


(PLEASE PRINT) 


Address 


[] Send Special Delivery, C.O.D. (postage $1 City and Zone 


extra). 


COUPON No 2 


Allied House Plans, Inc. 


State 


Mail Coupon Now! 


90-04 16lst Street, Jamaica 32, L.1., N.Y. 


Send me, postpaid, 4 Blueprint Sets for Town 


and Country Plan No. TC 


For Airmail service, add $1 


Also send me—__________ addtional see ts. Name 


| enclose $ 


($35 for four sets; $5 for nach additional set) 


(-] Check or Money Order enclosed. 


(PLEASE PRINT) 


Address 


(J Send Special Delivery, C.O.D. (postage $1 City and Zone 


extra). 


COUPON No. 1 


State 


The plans are ‘‘different” and I think we all like 
something new. This is a wonderful plan! Hope the 
cost will be within our reach!—Mrs. G. E. S., Fort 
McCoy, Florida. 


Gentlemen: 

We have~-decided definitely on building your 
house No. 9258. We couldn’t possibly have found 
plans any more to our liking, had we specified to 
an architect exactly what we wished. Thank you 
for such a lovely house!—G. J. M., Mishawaka, 
Indiana. 


Dear Mr. Matern: 

May I compliment you on the general excellence 
of your plans and designs. In looking through plan 
books it is very easy to spot one of your designs 
because they have eye appeal that is so lacking in - 
many others. Your plans appeal to me particularly 
because they are moderately modern and not ex- 


treme.—D. R. F., Burlington, N.C. 
Dear Mr. York: 


We admired your designs for several years, and 
as a result purchased plans for your house No. 
2750 when we felt we would be able to start build- 
ing. But when excavation started on our property, 
we encountered ledge rock and a large boulder in 
a crucial corner of the site. This made us tem- 
porarily cease construction. 

But because we had chosen your house after a 
long period of viewing other architectural gems, 
we felt we did not want to change houses in mid- 
stream. We particularly wanted to preserve your 
outward architectural features, which we consider 
your hallmark. By turning architects ourselves, 
finally, we cut four feet from the length of the 
house, added it to another sector, and accomplished 
a result not too far from the original.—R. M. B., 


New York, New York. 


If any of your 
home-building 


friends 
haven't seen 
this book, 
please pass it 


when 


youre through 
with it 


These are the tools you need to 


start your home toward reality 


YOU undoubtedly have spent some 
time thinking and planning your fu- 
ture home before buying this book. 
Perhaps you already own a lot or a 
country acre; for many people, this is 
the first move. 

Now you are ready for the next step 
—you must translate your dreams 
into the cold facts and sensible di- 
mensions that fit your budget. You 
have probably put this off for some 
time because you didn’t want to take 
the big jump into having a home 
especially designed for you. 

But if there is some design in this 
book that is just about what you 
want, you can easily and inexpen- 
sively determine what it will cost to 
build. Just buy the $35.00 package of 
blueprints and specifications offered 
here and take them to a reputable 
builder (or two, if you want to double- 
check) or to your local building mate- 


SEE 
MONEY-BACK 


GUARANTEE 


rial dealer or architect for a cost 
estimate. 

If the price is about right or a 
little less than you expected you 
might be able to add a few extras or 
have some changes made in the plan 
locally, just like alterations on a 
ready-made suit of clothes. Or, you 
might like to have an architect re- 
design the house, using the selected 
design as a basis for it. 

Either way you will save time and 
money equal to many times this 
$35.00 investment. You may want to 
come back to this book and pick a 
second choice (there are two coupons 
provided) if your top favorite proved 
way beyond your means. In any event, 
your next step can be easy, economi- 
cal, and not “‘beyond the point of no 
return.” So put aside your fears and 
go ahead and order the plan package 
for your future home. 


ee ll 


In just a few days you will be re- 
ceiving four blueprinted sets of archi- 
tects’ working drawings (scale 44-inch 
to 1 foot) consisting of foundation 
plan, first floor plan, second floor 
plan, if any; front, right side, left side 
and rear elevations; construction sec- 
tion; and plumbing diagram) together 
with four sets of specifications, each 
having four individual sheets. 

If you go ahead and build, these 
eight sets should be ample for your 
needs, covering the builder, his sub- 
contractors, bank or mortgage loan 
appraiser, and local building official. 

The blue prints are complete work- 
ing drawings that a contractor can 
build from. The plans and specifica- 
tions are based on standard F.H.A. 
requirements, that in a few cases may 
be subject to local exceptions which 
are normally minor in nature and 
easily changed to comply in any 
community. 

Upon receipt of your check or 
money order we will mail the plans 
and specifications to you; or, if you 
wish, for $1.00 more, we will send 
them either air mail or special deliv- 
ery C.0.D. All plans have a money- 
back guarantee if returned within five 
days to Allied House Plans, Inc. 
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For plans of the houses shown 
here as well as for the other — 
designs in this book, write to: 


Allied House Plans, Inc. 
90-04 l6lst Street Ns 
Jamaica 32, N.Y. 


When ordering plans, please 
use one of the coupons shown 
on the last page inside thisbook 
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